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[Rrt oneof atwo-part series]
She coversher facewith her hands.
Her eyesare closed, her head tilted toward the floor.

Thiswoman in ablue denim jumper isstanding before the altar.
at Rock Churchin VirginiaBeach, rapt in prayer. She and more
than a dozen othersare pacing, swaying and rocking. Some
warble softly to themselves, their improvised songsrecalling
Native American chants. Otherscall out to God, both in English
and alanguage of the spirit:

Ohlalara shana ... Oh thank you, thank God for the gift of
thisday. . .. Ooh shandalilly lilly. . ..

Thewoman in thejumper beginsto tremble.
""Thank you, Jesud" shecries." Thank you, Jesud"

She collapsesto the ground, twitchingall over and laughing.
Shelieson her back, undisturbed, on the mauve sanctuary
carpet. A felow church member camly liftsa pink cloth from a
pileon the side of the altar and coversthe woman's legs.

Sheishelped to aseat as senior pastor Anne Girninez entersthe
sanctuary and leadsthe congregationin praiseand song. Within
40 minutes, thewoman isdancingin theaises.

Thisis Wednesday night worship at Hampton Roads largest
charismaticchurch, a congregationof morethan 4,000 with over
300 churchesaround theworld. Believershere, like other
charismatics, open themselvesto gifts of the spirit” such as

speaking in tongues, faith healing and prophecy.

Around the country, and around the world, people can't get
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enough.

Charismatic churches such as Rock Church, infact, are the
fastest growing branch of Christianity in the world today,
according to Vinson Synan, dean of the School of Divinity at
Regent University. Charismatics number about 20 millioninthe
United Statesand half a billion worldwide.

More than 3,000 membersof the Pentecostal-Charismatic
Christiansof North Americawill conveneat Bethd Templein
Harnpton today, praying for racia unity in a diverse movement
that isgaining 50,000 adherentsaday. Charismaticsarefoundin
nearly al Christiandenominations, particularly traditiona
Pentecostal churches, as wdl asindependent houses of worship.

The largest Pentecostal denominations have grown more than
180 percent since 1965, according to professor David Roozen,
who studieschurch demographicsat Hartford Seminary in
Connecticut.

The rapid rise of such** spirit-filled" churches, however, is not
welcomed by all. For some Christians, charismatic worshipis
hard to understand a best, and frightening or irrational at worst.

No matter how they fed, however, Christianswill haveto get
used toit. The charismatic movement isn't going away. In fact,
scholarsestimate that in only afew years, thefaithwill clam
onein every three Christianson the planet.

RhondaE. Colesknowsit's not easy to understand what goeson
a her church.

Shewas raised a Baptist but first spokein tongues- asign of the
"*baptism of the Holy Spirit" - many years ago.

Y ou're not going to ever understand it unlessit happensto
you," said Coles, achoir member at Rock Church. **Onceit
happensto you, can't nobody tell you it's not red. But if you
don't fed it yoursdlf, it just looks foolish."

For many, " spirit-led worship" isamovement of the heart, not
the head. The sensation is so powerful, they say, it shakestheir
bodiesto the core.

""Theflesh can't handleit, so the body goesdown," said Nancy
Duncan, a Rock Church member who says she has been driven
to her knees by the Holy Spirit. " It's just the weight of God. You
don't want to resistit.”

Indeed, charismatic worship**is about experience, not doctrine,”
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according to the Rev. Jerry Qudlls.

"*Ingtead of just talking about God, there's an alivenessto
knowing God," said Qualls, pastor of Glad Tidings Church and
an organizer of the Hampton conference. ** Ther€'s a priesthood
of the believer. It's not just the priest who'stalking to God, but
theideathat | can talk to God."

Charismaticscome from many backgrounds but agree on key
points. They're typicaly conservativeon mora issuesand
evangelicd in spirit, dedicated to spreadingtheir faith.

They enjoy lively - makethat loud - praisemusicand dramatic
preaching styles. All embrace giftsof the spirit. Some
Pentecostal denominationsactually requirea second ** baptism
inthe spirit,” something most other charismatic churchesdon't
demand, said John Green, a professor at the University of Akron
and aleading expert on evangdicd Chrigtians.

Charismaticsbasetheir practiceson the biblical story of
Pentecost and descriptionsof the Holy Spirit in Actsof the
Apostlesand First Corinthians.

The greatest growth today among charismaticsisnot in
traditional Pentecostal denominations, expertssay, but from the
ranks of thosewho previoudy didn't goto church, aswell asin
the black and Hispaniccommunities.

The movement dso isfueled by enormousrevivas- from
Smithton, Mo., to Toronto - that attract visitorsfrom around the
world, said Margaret Poloma of Vanguard University of
Southern Cdlifornia. Peopleflock to hear animated sermonsand
see dramatic manifestationscredited to the Holy Spirit. More
than 2 million, in fact, have visted a Brownsville, Fla,
Assembliesof God church that launched the **Brownsville
Reviva" in 1995. Such reviva soften lead to the creation of
many new churches.

Pentecostalismitsalf wasborn from arevival.

The movement, which has spawned such denominationsasthe
2.5 million-member Assembliesof God and the 55
million-member Church of God in Chrigt, began a the Azusa
Street Revival in Los Angelesfrom 1906 to 1909.

The charismatic renewa began inthe 1960sasaway to restore
emotion and enthusiasm. This movement reaches beyond
traditional Pentecostal churchesinto mainline denominations
such asthe Presbyteriansand Episcopalians.
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Charismaticssharea strong belief in angels, devils and the
Second Coming, which many predict will arrive quitesoon. In
spite of such direforecasts, however, they are profoundly
optimisticand find gresat joy in the promiseof salvation, said
Stanley Burgess, professor of religiousstudiesat Southwest
Missouri State University.

That passion overflowsfrom the altar at Rock Church.

**Everything that God gave Jesus, you have" the Rev. John
Giminez, bishop of Rock Church International, told the
congregation at Wednesday's service, comparing personal
spiritual giftsto abottle of ail. **Y ou havethe power to hedl the
sick, to drive out devils. Breek that bottle! Why are you keeping
it hidden away?'

Beyond theology, charismatic servicessmply are excitingto
watch, Burgesssaid. Preachersspecidizein colorful metaphors.
They lay hands on congregation members, who collapse on the
dtar. John Giminez, in counseling peoplewith burdens, advised
agroup of adozen worshippersto visuaize their problems,

""Whatever is giving you pain, put it inyour right hand,” hesaid.
"*Now, in your left hand, you takethat oil, and you pour it out
over Jesus head. Hell takeit. Hell takeyour pan.”

Astheworld becomes more modernized and our livesenmeshed

in routines, however, people become morefascinated with the

mystlcal sal av1d ‘Yamane, an assistant professor who!.
sociology of religion at the University of Notire

"'If our everyday home life becomes so rationalized, we may
look for other outlets" Y amane said. " They fed a need for
something beyond themselves. Y ou see peopletoday engaging
inall ki nds of extreme sports, likerock climbing. Thisisarisky
form of religion.”

The charismatic movement has stretched into just about every
denomination.

A large number of locd churchesblend giftsof the spirit with
traditional worship services, from the Tidewater Catholic
Charismatic Renewa movement to the Episcopa Church of the
Messiah in Chesapeake, Kempsville Presbyterian Churchin
Virginia, and Level Green Baptist Church and Bayview Baptist
Churchin Norfolk, to name only afew.

Some charismatic Baptistshave even taken to describing
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themsalvesas'* Baptecostd ."

New denominationsare taking shape, too, such asthe
Charismatic Episcopa Church, founded in 1992, and the Full
Gospel Baptist Fellowship, formed in 1993.

Even churchesthat reject Pentecostal theology are appropriating
the dramatic worship styles, said Glad Tidings Jerry Qualls.
Pentecostal churchesaways have given worshippersthe
freedom to expresstheir faith as they like - by clapping,
shouting, Singing or dancing. That exuberanceis appedingto
Chrigtiansof al stripes.

A large proportionof new churchesuse modem music, with
elaborate light shows and sound systems.

Indeed, many Christiansuse the word ** charismatic' smply to
describean animated church service, said the University of
Akron's John Green. Only about half of white Pentecostalsand a
third of black Pentecostal sactually speak in tongues, according
to his 1995 telephonesurvey.

The Rev. Nty O'Rourke, rector at Messiah Episcopd, says
charismaticworship hasinvigorated his congregationwith the
spirit of the first century church. The church blendsthe
traditional Episcopal liturgy with animated prai se and speaking
in tongues.

"There's asense of excitement and enthusiasm,” O'Rourke said.

John Giminez's sermon, whilestern in places, likewisewas
filled with hope.

""Heé's not in thetomb," hetold the church, referring to the risen
Chrigt. **So you don't haveto be, elther.”
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A member of Glad Tidings Churchin Norfolk raisesher arms
while

singing during Sunday night's service. Charismatic churchesare
growing rapidly.
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