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than half areflexibleon teachingsbecause of Vatican Tl.
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Abstract:

The s=x abuse scandal isthe church'sbiggest crisisin 100 years, accordingto sevenin 10 priests, Yet the
priestsdon't rank it astheir greatest challenge.They say their major hurdlesare counteractinga secular
society, dealing with the shortage ofpriestsand coping with burnout.

Liberal priests-- who are older and remember the reforms of the Second Vatican Council in the early 1960s
-- tend to be nore flexible about churchteachings. Younger priestsare more conservative because they see
the council as something from the history books, not something they experienced as priests, said Sally
Vance-Trembath, a theology professor from the University of San Francisco who has studiedthe promises of
Vatican IL.

Archdiocesan spokesvoman Catherine Rossi said officials did not tell priests"what to do with the survey.”
She said, "We received a lot of calls from priestswondering about the survey, sowe sent a memoto priests
smply clarifying that the survey was not requested nor sanctioned by the bishopsor the archdiocese.”

Full Text:
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A nationwide poll of 1 854 activeand retired priestsin 80 diocesesconducted by The Morning Call and The
Los Angeles Times. *** Due to newsroom front-end system production difficulties the entiretext could not
be eectronicaly + captured for the online archive, please see microfilm for the completegraphics.

The nation's Roman Catholic priestsare content with their lives as clerics, despite the ongoing sexud abuse
scandal, a shortageof priestsand other challengesin the changing American church, according to a poll
conducted by The Morning Call and the Los Angeles Times.

Sevenof 10 priestsexpressed great contentment with their vocation and many of the 1,854 priestS surveyed
said they relish helping people, preaching, administeringsacramentssuch asthe Eucharist, and celebrating
Mass - the heart of their vocation.

While 86 percent of the priests surveyed say they had agreat ded or some confidencein the church, 78
percent think the church should be reformed, chiefly by giving the laity more power or by making the
hierarchal church more democratic.

The sex abuse scandd isthe church's biggest crisisin 100 years, according to seven in 10 priests, yet the
priestsdon't rank it astheir greatest challenge. They say their major hurdlesare counteracting a secular
society, dealing with the shortage of priestsand coping with burnout.

Some even see good coming from the abuse scandal, priestssaid in follow-up interviews.

The scanda might trigger healthy changein an evolving church, said one priest who desiresreform in church
structure.

"I'm very hopeful for thefuture of the church and | think the experiencewill purify the church,” said the Rev.
Don Clifford, 73, a Jesuit who directsan interfaith ingtituteat St. Joseph's University in Philadelphia

The survey sought the opinionsof priestsin the United Statesand Puerto Rico. The survey had amargin of
samplingerror of plusor minus 3 percentage points.



The Morning Call, in conjunctionwith the Muhlenberg College Instituteof Public Opinion, surveyed priests
inthe Allentownand Scranton diocesesand in the Philadel phiaArchdiocese.

Priestsare content

Prieststoday are more satisfied with their livesthan they werein 1994, when the Los Angeles Times
conducted asimilar poll. Today, 70 percent are very satisfied and another 21 percent are somewhat satisfied.
Eight yearsago, 56 percent of priests were very satisfied and 30 percent were somewhat satisfied.

More then half the priestswho describethemselvesas liberd are very satisfied with their lives, while more
than three-quartersof conservative priestsare very satisfied.

When priestswere asked about their greatest joys, 37 percent mentioned ministry or helping others. For the
Rev. Albert Leonard of the Diocese of Scranton, smply listening to peopleis one of the best partsof hisjob.

"You can't give peopleanswers, but you can listen and accept them,” said Leonard, pastor of Holy Child
Church in Mansfield.

Thirty-onepercent of the nation's priestsfind contentment giving sacramentssuch as baptism and
confirmation. Another 21 percent mentioned that preaching istheir greatest joy.

Thefindingsof the poll echo the conclusionsof areport issued thisyear by Georgetown University's Center
for Applied Research in the Apostolate, a nonprofit organi zation that studiesthe Catholic Church. Inthe
CARA survey, nearly all priestssaid they are happy in their ministry and satisfied with their livesas priests.

In the newspapers poll, the vast maority of priests=- 72 percent == said they would definitely enter the
priesthood again and another 18 percent said they would probably enter the priesthood if they had a second
chance. Ninety-onepercent said it is unlikely they will |eave the priesthood in the next few years.

Almost nineout of 10 priests said they'd advise young men to enter the priesthood.

Sixteen percent of liberal priestsand 4 percent of conservative priests said they would adviseagaing the
priesthood, the poll found. Those who would recommend against the clerical lifecite the church's cdlibacy
rule, problemswith bishops and the hierarchy of the church, and their belief that the structure of the churchis
dysfunctional.

Clifford, the Jesuit from Philadel phia, said he would point aman to the priesthood only becauise he presumes
there will be changesin the way seminariansare screened and trained. New priests, he said, should be
prepared for consensus-buildingand dialogue.

If @ man entering the seminary gets traditional training that suggests hisword will carry more weight with
parishionerssmply because he'sa priest, "hell be eaten alive" after he's ordained, Clifford said.

Overdl, priestsin eagtern Pennsylvaniaexpressed more conservativeredigiousand political viewsthan
priestsnationwide. Priestsin the region are lesslikely than their colleaguesin other partsof the country to
favor the ordinationof women, for example. They are morelikely than clerics from other regionsto say that
sex between unmarried people and abortion aredways sins.

Moreflexibleon doctrine

Most prieststoday areflexible about church teachings. Morethan haf of all priests surveyed nationwide--
58 percent, with aslightly smaller percentagein eastern Pennsylvania-- said lay men and women can
disagree with some church teachingsand till bef ai t h. Catholics. More than athird, however, disagreed.



Liberd priests-- who areolder and remember the reformsof the Second V atican Council in the early 1960s
-- tend to be moreflexible about church teachings. Y ounger priestsare more conservative becausethey see
the council as something from the history books, not something they experienced as priests, sad Sally
Vance-Trembath, atheology professor from the University of San Francisco who hasstudied the promisesof
VaticanIl,

Ninety-one percent of priestswho described themsalvesas liberd fedl lay Catholics could be faithful if they
disagree with some church teachings. Among conservatives, the share dropped to 28 percent.

The poll asked priestswhether they consider nine behaviorssins. The vast majority of priestssad it isaways
or oftenasin for awoman to have an abortion and for unmarried peopleto have sexua relations.

Nearly three-quarterssaid it isawaysor often asin to engagein homosexud behavior. And more than
three-quarterssaid it isalwaysor often asin for a person suffering from adebilitating illnessto take hisor
her own life.

Sixty-threepercent sy it isalwaysor often asin to use cloning for medica research, while 74 percent sy it
iIsalwaysor oftenasinto use stem cellsof fetusesfor medica research.

About haf say itisalwaysor often asin to use condomsasa protectionagainst AIDS. And about half said
masturbation isalwaysor oftenasin.

Fifty-three percent believeit isalwaysor often asin for married couplesto use artificia birth control.

Many lay Catholicscouldn't disagree more, said Vance-Trembath, who has studied the promisesof Vatican
11, which brought severa reformsto the church.

"Most Catholicsdo not think they're in astate of morta sin becausethey've been taking the pill for the last 20
years" shesad.

In the survey, priests also answered questionsabout their sexua orientation. Sixty-seven percent said they are
heterosexud. Eight percent said they lean toward heterosexuality. Fifteen percent said they are gay or lean
toward homosexuality and 5 percent described their sexua orientationas” completely in the middle.”

Other research puts the percentage of gay priestsat 35 percent to 50 percent, said researchers who andyzed
data from the newspapers poll.

While numbersvary, many studiesthat looked at the prevalence of homosexudity in the adult population say
about 4 percent of American men and 2 percent of American women identify themselvesas gay.

More than 40 percent of al priestssaid there is definitely or probably a homaosexua subculturein ther
diocese. Y ounger priestswere more likely to say there are gay subculturesin their diocesesand the
seminariesthey atended.

The poll asked prieststheir views on celibacy, giving them four choices. To indicatetheir practice, about a
third of the priests checked the statement "cdlibacy is not a problem for meand | do not waver in my vows"
Nearly hdf, 47 percent, selected the statement " cdlibacy takestimeto achieveand | consider it an ongoing
journey." About 14 percentsaid they try to liveacelibatelife but do not always succeed. Two percent
selected the statement "cdlibacy is not relevant to my priesthood and | do not observeit.”

Priest shortage a big problem

American clerics face overwork and other challenges. One-fourth of the priests surveyed said the nation's



priest shortage, which can lead to long hoursand exhaustion, isamong the most important problemsfacing
the CatholicChurchin Americatoday.

Whileother faiths report clergy shortages, it isfelt acutely in the Catholic Church because only ordained ~
priestscan celebratethe Eucharist, which also is known asthe Mass. The Eucharistis centrd to Catholics
faith.

Since 1965, the number of American priestshasdropped by more than 13,000, dlipping from more than
58,000 in 1965 to 44,874 thisyear, according to data from CARA. Two in fiveactive priests polled for the
CARA study said they work morethan 80 hoursa week. Priests questioned for the CARA study said they're
more likely toth nk serioudy about |eaving the priesthood.

While pulpitsare emptying, pewsarefilling.

Between 1965 and thisyear, the number of American Catholicsgrew by more than 16 million, rising from
45.6 millionin 1965to 62.2 million thisyear.

Inthe survey, 15 percent of the nation's priestscited burnout/ excessive demands astheir top challengeasa
priest.

While priestsare working more, their professional stock is falling, said VVance-Trembeth, the theology
professor. Secularism, she said, is partly to blame.

A generationago, when Catholic familieswere larger, most Catholic parentswanted a son to enter the
priesthood, she said. Today, many families actively discouragetheir sonsfrom donningaclerical collar.

Astheinprestigewanes;priests are under greater demands, sai a% -

ho has written about the challengesard frustrations priests face.
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Some Catholi csé?andi ng that aready-overworked priests spend moretime researchingand writing
homilies, which Protestantscall sermons. Others want Massto be entertaining, Yamane said.

Meanwhile, the influenceof familiesand tight-knit neighborhoods-- two support systems that once worked
hand in hand with the church to help people -- is waning, putting even more pressureon priests, Yamane
sd.

Other challenges
The priest shortageisn't the only challenge facing the church that concerns priests.

When asked about their own struggles, a worry wasthe growing tug of secularism. Twelve percent said their

"We battleit every day," said Leonard, of the Scranton Diocese. "'I'd like to get people to see how the Lord
can work in their everyday lives."

What Catholics need mog, said three of five priests, isspiritua guidanceand fulfillment. Nineteen percent
said the biggest need of thelaity ismora guidance.

Fourteen percent of priestssaid lack of faith or knowledge about faith isthe laity's biggest problem, and 12
percent said Catholics biggest hurdleis resolving the conflict between religiousprinciplesand the secular
world.



Frustration over mediacoverage of the church isanother mgjor concern. Seventy-threepercent of all priests
-- including mgjoritiesof liberalsand conservatives, young and old -- think the mediacoversthe church with

anegativedant.

In hundreds of unsolicited comments, eastern Pennsylvanias priestssaid they are troubled and saddened by
the media's often negative reporting of the sexual abuse scandal. Too often, priestssaid, the mediaignorethe
church's positive contributions, such as feeding the hungry, caring for the sick and performing other acts
known as "the worksof mercy.” Thereis, they said, much more to the church than scandal.

"There'salot of abuse out there" in society, said Leonard. "Why isthe mediajust focusing on Catholic
priests?'

Priestsin eastern Pennsylvaniaa so questioned the motivation behind the survey, and some suggested thet it
wasevidenceof bias.

"Thereisdefinitely an anti-Catholic bias on al accountsin the mediaand peopleare goingto reacttoitina
way the bigotsdo not want -- by reaffirmingtheir identities as Roman Catholic," one priest wrote.

Too often, Leonard said, journaistsdon't understand the church'steachings, including the doctrine of
mystery, the Catholic belief that some theologica mysteries cannot be explained.

Catholic researchersand academicswere consulted in the composition of survey questions, said Susan
Pinkus, director of the poll in Los Angeles.

Media coverage of the church, Leonard said, too often focuses on the mundane when the church, by itsvery
nature, is steeped in mystery and news so powerfully optimistic it isdifficult to understand.

"We believe God sent his son into the world to tell us there's something beyond thislife," Leonard said. "And
that's just mind- boggling.”

Some seek reform

While priestslovetheir work and devote their livesto spiritual matters, many aso are deeply committed to
reforming the church.

More than haf the priests nationwide rate the state of the church asgood, but a third say "thingsare not so
good." Priests from the Northeast, including those in Pennsylvania, were more likely to say the state of the
church was not so good or poor than colleagues in the South, West and Midwest.

Among those who say the church needsto be reformed, nearly one-fifth want to empower the laity more, a
promise of the Second Vatican Council in the early 1960s. The council, a so known as Vatican 1, increased
theroleof lay Catholicsand changed the formerly all-Latin rite into a Mass spoken in people's native

tongues. A fifthof the reform-minded priests also want the church, which is managed from thetop down, to

be more democrétic.

Many libera priests believethat agreater rolefor laity and other promises of the Second Vatican Council
were never fully realized, said the University of San Francisco's Vance-Trembath.

While many priestsseek changein their church, amost three of four either strongly approve or somewhat
approveof thejob their bishopsare doing. Nearly three-quartersbelieve their bishop's stance on mord issues
isjust about right. Liberal priestswere more likely to disapprove of thejob their bishop isdoing or think his
views are too conservative.




Throughout the poll, liberal priests were more ambivalent about the church and some of its teachings. They
also were morelikely to believe the church should reconsider some of itsdogma.

One priest complained that bishopsand other church leaders should "stay out™ of Catholics bedrooms.
Another priest, who is 60, said hisdiocese's thinking was so backward it isan "ecclesiastical Jurassic Park."

After recalving the survey in late June, dozens of priestscalled their chanceriesand the Catholic Leaguein,
New York for guidance. One respondent from the Philadel phia Archdiocesesaid a vicar there "led prieststo
believe" they shouldn't fill it out.

"The church aways wants control and secrets, not truth,” the priest wrote on hissurvey. Thereis, he added,
"afear of redity and fear of "image," which means more than ministry."

Archdiocesan spokeswoman Catherine Ross said officialsdid not tell priests"what to do with the survey.”
Shesad, "Werecelved a lot of calls from priests wondering about the survey, so we sent a memo to priests
smply clarifyingthat the survey was not requested nor sanctioned by the bishopsor the archdiocese.”

Should women be priests?

Priestsaredivided over the notion of ordaining women to the priesthood. Slightly more than haf of those
polled oppose the ordination of women, while 46 percent favor the idea.

Y ounger priestsdidliked the idea more than their older colleagues, and priestsin eastern Pennsylvaniaare
lesslikely than clericsin other partsof the country to approve of women in the pulpit.

Leonard, 42, can't see women priestsin the billion-member globa church because womenin someother parts
of the world don't enjoy nearly as many rightsas their American counterparts.

"If the Catholic Church was only in America, women's ordination might work," he said.

One priest said the only reason some women are interested in becoming priestsis because they want to make
agrabfor power. "Thereis no love in the[women's ordination] movement, only athirst for power," wrote the
priest, whois37.

Fifty-seven percent of priestsfavor the idea of ordaining women deacons, ministersof the church who assist
the priest, marry couplesand administer the sacrament of baptism.

A larger shareof priests, 69 percent, support amarried clergy. When the Los AngelesTimes asked the same
questionin 1994, 57 percent of the nation'spriestsfavored married priests.

In contrast, Pope John Paul II has said there is no room for amarried priesthood and he opposesordaining
women.

The ideologicd differences between liberal sand conservativesin the church worries Clifford, the Jesuit in
the Philadel phia Archdiocese.

"Therésan amost silent schism in the church right now, and | think it's the church'sgreatest problem,” he
sad.

"The two camps aren't talking to each other. My hopeis that in the next papacy, the leadership understands
that thereisa need for dialogue.”

Despite his concerns, Clifford isn't abandoning hope.



"| alwaysbet on the[power of] the Holy Spirit," he said. "I feel God hasa few surprisesup hisdeeve.”
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