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Vatican discussions
g April 20, 2002

BY ALEXA CAPELOTO AND PATRICIA

MONTEMURRI
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITERS

Pope John Paul II long ago took discussion of
priestly celibacy off thetable, but someof his
top leadershave put it back on the agenda,
spurred by the Catholic Church's worldwide
sex-abusescandd.

Religion-related Web
links

LosAngeles Cardina Roger Mahony told
journdistsheplansto raiseit during
extraordinary meetingsnext week among a
dozen U.S. cardinds-the pope and top Vatican

officids.

Cardinal J. Francis Stafford, an American who
heads the V atican's Pontifical Council for Laity,
told the New York Timesthat celibacy would be
discussed next week.

But not everyone, even proponentsof amarried
Bn_esihood, is thrilled that thetaboo topicis
el ng openly discussed in the context of the

church's anguish over predatory priests.

Cardinal Edmund Szoka, former leader of the
Detroit archdiocese, said Friday from Vatican
City that he doesn't want to seeit confused with

the problem of priestswho sexually molest
minors.

"It has nothing to do with the celibacy of priests.
Pedophilesaren't Eedophi lesbecause of
celibacy. It's asickness. You find it in everv
group of people,” said Szoka, who oversee; the
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administrationof Vatican City.
Both Szokaand Detroit Cardinal Adam Maida

will participatein next week's meetings,
scheduled for Tuesday and Wednesday.
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Peoplewho for years have advocated amore
diverse priesthood are cel ebrating Mahony's
opennessasa precursor of reform. But they also
are cringing becausethe topic has been swept up
with the sex-abuserevelations.

"Peoplewho arein favor of expanding criteria
for the priesthood don't want it too closely
connected to what's going.on currently,” said
David Yamane, asociologist & the Univers

%{ Notre D hcomin
mﬁg‘

Church.™

The danger of raising theissue now, Y amane
and otherssaid, is that doing away with celibacy
might mistakenly be considered a solutionto the
sex-abusecrisis. Theonly proven link between
the two issuesis the church secrecy that has
governed both, they said.

"There might not be any more pedophilesin the
Catholic Church thanin the Anglican Church,
but the secrecy in handling these people, there's
aconnection between that and the unwillingness
to discussthe ordination of married men or
women," Yamanesaid.

Advocatesal so argued that pondering change
now glossesover more valid reasonsfor reform:
aseverepriest shortage, lack of aclear scriptural
basisfor celibacy and urgings from a maority of
U S Catholicsthat priestsbe allowed to marry.

The Rev. John Budde, pastor of Holy Family
Catholic Churchin Novi, told parishionersin his
news etter this month that it isamistaketo say
celibacy caused the sex-abuse scandal.

"Thereason for makingit optional, and the only
credible reason asfar asI'm concerned, isso that
the Eucharist can be celebrated in every
Catholic community on aweekly basis," Budde
wrote, referring to the shortage of priests. "To
insist on celibacy to the detriment of the
Eucharist isnot only bad theology, it isjust
plainwrong."

TheRev. Victor Clore, pastor of Christ theKing
Churchin Detroit, said Friday that change, if it
comes, will bein incremental steps.

L aypeople have taken unprecedented leadership
rolesin parishesduring the past few decades, in
part to make up for the declining priesthood.
With each new ministry alayperson takeson,
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Cloresaid, the church movesastep closer to
change.

"It will bein dow motion, and you're not going
to get whiplash watchingit, that's for sure,”
Cloresaid. "But 50 yearsfrom now, 100 years
from now, we will see quiteadifferent manner
and model and mode of ministry."

Clore said the historic meetingsnext week in
Rome may mean church leadersare open to
adjusting policies, but they will start with more
practical issueslike seminary training before
tackling a hot-button issue like celibacy.

In aletter that will beread in 310 parishesin
southeastern Michigan thisweekend, Maida
says Sacred Heart Mgjor Seminary in Detroit
will strengthenits screening process and better
prepare men for ordinationas priests. On Friday,
the leader of Sacred Heart said he acceptsthe
challengeof doing both.

"Taking up thischarge isof the highest priority
for the leadership of Sacred Heart," Auxiliary
Bishop Allen Vigneron wrote in astatement.
"We are confident that we are doing agood job
in preparing our future prieststo live healthy
and happy livesin the cdibate state. . . . Wewill
assessthe eements of our current celibacy
formation program and meke all possible
Improvements.”

The Rev. Joe McCormick, pastor of St. Clare of
Montefa co Catholic Church in Grosse Pointe,
said limiting the priesthood to celibate men
places limitson the church asawhole,
especially in the United States, considereda
beacon of diversity.

"It's very possiblewe might even get more
single men to enter the ministry once the church
showsit's open to diversity, because then the
ministry gainscredibility for al people”
McCormick said. "l don't think we're going to
g%srgdore celibatemales by keeping the system
c

McCormick and other priestssaid they know
discussionof changeisonly talk and likely
won't come for decades, if ever. But the
sex-abusecrisis has set the church on acourse
toward more openness, better discussionand
lesssecrecy, they said.

Szoka, for one, would like to see the celibate,
male priesthood remain.
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" Celibacy frees usto giveour selvescompletely
to the Lard and the service of hispeople,” he
said. "I don'tthi nk you can do thisas a married
man."

Contact ALEXA CAPELOTO at 586-469-9117
or capeloto@jfreepress.com. Staff Writer Jim
Schaefer contributed to thisreport.
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