WAKE FOREST

Department of Sociology
31 October 2007

lan Taplin, Chair
Department d Sociology
Wake Forest University
1834 Wake Forest Road
Wingon-Salem, NC 27106

Dear lan,

Almost threeyearsago, | came to Wake Forest believingit would be an environment
supportived my deepest valuesand interests. | saw in Wakes Teacher-Scholar |deal the
perfect descriptiond what | aspireto beasafaculty member: ' passionately committed to
teachingand actively engagedin advancing their fieldsd specialty.” | knew after just afew
weekson campus that Wake Forest would providea perfect setting for me to pursue my
vocation asascholar. It encourages me to pursue my highest prioritieswith equal fervor:
teachingundergraduateswell and doing socia sciencethat matters. Therefore, | want to bea
full and permanent member d the academic community here. Pleaseconsider thisletter and
the supporting material sthat accompany it my applicationfor tenureand promotion.

These materia srepresent the range, substance, and styled my scholarly activities, and include

thefollowing:

1. A "tenuredossier” binder, which containsinformationon my teaching, scholarship, and
service, with a primary emphasi son my accomplishmentssince arrivingat Weake Forest
in January 2005.

2. A ""pre-2005 scholarly materials" binder, which contains my teaching eval uationsfrom
the University d Notre Dame (1998-2004)and my non-book publicationsprior to my
arrival at Wake Forest.

3. The three books | have written (Student Movements for Multiculturalism, The Catholic
Churchin State Politics, and Real Storiesof Christian Initiation) and the one | have edited
(Goodbye Father).

4. Thefirstfour issuesd Sociology of Religion: A Quarterly Review that | have edited.

Collectively, these material sdocument my passionfor and contribution to the Teacher-Scholar
Idedl.

Excepting the booksand journds, these materialsare adso availableon-lineat:

http:/ /tenure.davidvamane.com
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Teaching

Asl discussat length in my teaching statement (TenureDossier Tab F), tolearn, you need to do.
We know thisfrom the considerable research that has been done on the benefitsd active
learning, somed which I citein my 2006 articlein Teaching Sociology. Thisarticlehasgottena
good deal d attention nationally, having been discussed at |engthin The Teaching Professor
newd etter, mentioned i n the Chronicle of Higher Education, and sent to all Wake Forest faculty as
partd the Teachingand Learning Center's newdletter (TabG). | implement activelearning
most fully in my " Principlesd Sociology™ course (Tabl), but | employ itinmy " Sociology d
Rdigion™” and "' Sociology o VVocation™ classesaswell (Tabs] & K).

Theeffectivenessd my approach to teachingand learningisevidenced, in part, in the
evaluations| receivefrom students. In a department whose averagecourse evaluationsare
consistently "*above average” (i.e., above4 on a5-point scale), | take pridein thefact that my
guantitative eval uationsare consistently aboveeven that high bar (TabH). One qualitative
evauationfrom astudent in my " Sociology d Religion™ coursein Fall 2006 standsout for
capturingquiteclearly the variousthingsl try toaccomplishin teaching:

Theinstructor was very knowledgeableand heloves the subject, hisenergy just flowed
through histeaching. Hewasvery helpful and accommodating each and every timel
asked to meet or had aquestion. Oned the best qualitiesd Dr. Yamane's is the
relationships he devel opswith hisstudents. Eachd usfedl like he caresbecausehe's
given histimeto develop and improveour lives. | know heisone teacher | will never
forget— he made meloveand enjoy learningwhen attending hisclass. In my opinion
heisoned Wakes best professors—in knowledge, in conveying the material & because
he caresabout hisstudents.

Wefocusalot asfaculty memberson " primary™ (classroom) teaching, and rightly so. But an
important part d my vocation asafaculty member, as suggested by thisstudent's comment, is
to beinvolvedin student life as much as possible. Because| valuethis' secondary™ teaching so
highly, I have never been more proud than when | was selected by studentsto receive the
Kulynych Family Omicron Delta Kappa Award for Contribution to Student Lifelast spring (TabL).

Scholarshi
Asl discussin detail in my research statement (Tab N), my scholarshipisnot driven by an

overarching, hedgehog-likequestion. Rather, | engage moreimmediate, fox-like problems. This
isreflected in the number and breadth o my publications(seeTenure Dossier TabsP, Q R, &S
and Pre-2005Scholarly MaterialsTabs3, 4 & 5).

Asyou can seefrom my cumulativebibliography (TabO) J have published a book, peer-
reviewed article, or book chapter in12 d the past14 years, dating back to my third year o
graduateschool in1994. Theseincludefour books (oneedited), 10 refereed articles (ninesingle-
authored, al first author), and four book chapters (all single-authored). | havea so published
over thirty reviews, essays, encyclopediaentries, and other occasiona pieces. Sincel arrived at
Weke Forestin January 2005, | have published two books, three peer-reviewed articles, one
book chapter, and four other smaller pieces. My work-in-progressincludesa book and article
on the processd conversion to Roman Catholicism (Tabs).



These publications cover topicsas diverseas multiculturalismin higher education, religious
experience, the Catholic priesthood, religion and palitics, and conversion. They employ a
diversearray o methods, includinginferential statistics, content anaysis, interpretiveanayss,
and ethnography. Some al so engage in methodological or theoretical reflection. And they
purposely addressdiverse*publics”: studentsd higher education and religious studies,
political scientistsand sociologists, theologiansand liturgists, journalistsand activigts. | have
especidly relished opportunitiesto trand ate sociology into alanguagecomprehensibleto non-
specidized publics- that is, to do " public sociology™ (TabY) - and look forward to doing more
aong theselinesin thefuture.

In recognitiond my active publishing history and agenda, | have serviced on the editorial
boardsd the American Sociological Review (theflagship journal o the American Sociologica
Association) and Teaching Sociology (theleading disciplinary outlet for the scholarship d
teachingand learning). More recently, | have been serving aseditor o Sociologyd Religion: A
Quarterly Rvi ew and working hard to makeit the premier English-language outl et for research
inthesociology o religion (TabV).

Service

Oned theattributes| love most about Wake Forest i s the ease with which afaculty member
can get involved in departmental and university service. In lessthan threeyearshere, | have
been the mgjor advisor for 24 students in the sociology department (plus1llower division
students), worked with three departmental honorsstudents (twocurrently), helped bring two
speakersto campus (onecurrently),and co-authored a report on the department's curriculum
(TabW).

| dsoenjoy my involvement in thelifed the university more broadly. Indeed, someformsd
university serviceseem morelike rewards: traveling to Ghanaasfaculty advisor to Pro
HumanitateScholar KaylaLanders, twice helping to select Poteat Scholarship recipients,
escortingand hooding 2007 commencement speaker David Brooks, and so on (Tab X).

Thesized Wake Forestisalso congenia to devel opingstrong, collegial relationshipswith
other faculty and staff, both insideand outsideone's own department. Outsided sociology, |
have cultivated such rel ationshipsin particular with faculty in the religion department and the
Divinity Schoal (I am an Associated Faculty Member in both units), though not limited to them.
You should be receiving lettersfrom Bl Leonard, Dean o the Wake Forest Divinity School,
and ChristinaSoriano, an assistant professor d dance, testifying to this.

Thank you for considering thisapplicationfor tenureand promoation. If | can clarify anything
or provideany further information, please do not hesitateto contact me.

Sincerdly,
W

David Yamane
Assistant Professor of Sociology

336/ 758-3260



